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ACT S xxv. 


--=-Seeing that by T hee we enzoy oreat Quietneſs, 
and that very worthy dceds are done unto this 
Nation by thy Providence, 

We accept it always, and in all places ( moſt noble 
Felix ) with all Thank fulneſs. 


Cannot but with Tertullian, adore the Aloro 
exquiſite and compleat Fulneſs of the + 06 Sig 
Scriptures, for this one thing amongſt 2h 
many others, That ler the Occaſion be #6. cont. 
what it will, of calling a Solema Af #779: 
embly, whether for Prayer or Praiſe, 

to receive Izſ/truttions, Direifions, or 
Encouragement to any Duty, general or particular ; what- 
ever the Caſe be, you cannot dip into the Sacred Leaves, 
but you ſhall preſently meet with ſome Faſlage or other, 
that will be pertinent to the Buſineſs in hand. 

Such are zhcſe Words that I have pitch'd vpon to en- 
tertain you, as an Helper of your Joy upon 2/4 Thankſ- 
giving; ( for ſuch PFeitivals as theſe, come not within 
the Cenſure of our Nicer Spirits ; thoſe who have quar- 
rel'd with the reſt, the Feſtivals of Chrift and his .4;0- 
ſtles, and his Virgin- Mother , do yet allow of Ferie 
repentine, & ex re natd inſtitute, as they pleaſe to phraſe 
it; ſuch as are inſtituted and ordain'd upon Nev 
Emergencies ) 

Taken by themſelves, they look as if they had been 
Penn'd for the very purpoſe, as if they had been a4d- 
areſsd and fitted only to this Occalion, exafily circum- 
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ſtantiated and proportion'd to the Time. Seeing that 
by Thee we enjoy great Quietneſs, and that wery worth? 
deeds are done unto this Nationby thy Providence ; We 
accept it always, and in all places { molt Dread Sove- 
reign) with all Thankfulneſs. 

It's worth obſerving, That we are ſometimes com- 

manded to honour Bad Princes, but never to reforce in 

them, as we ought to do in Good. Then, Size, O 

Ia. 49. 7» heavens, and be joyful, O carih; break forth into ſinzing, 

as O m01ntains. == Virtuous Men, but fewer Virtuocus 

Princes; many a righteous man in Sheep shins and 
Goat-skins, but jew in Ermzs. 

But if ever Subjects had Cauſz to glory in a Prince, 

We are the Men. The Peoples Argument to the Cen- 

rurion was but a petty Topick to rh7s ; they tell him that 

Luke 7. 5. He was worthy for whom he ſhould do this; for he loved 

| their nation, and built them a ſynagogue : Whereas our 

Sovereign not only loved, but ſaved our Nation ; and 

not only ſaved our Nation, but crowred it at once ; 

( We have Him in the Throne before our Hopes, though 

titer than our Wiſhes: ) Nay, ſaved and crowned 

Three Nations at once, and bleſt them with Peace; and 

merits to govern much larger Territories than he yet 

poſſeſſeth. 

We have a Sovereign that is a Sovereign indeed, in 
| | the ſenſe of Medicine as well as Majeſty; of an healing 
Virtue; Majeſtas & Amor; Majeſty and Mercy lodg'd 
in his Royal Breaſt; a Sovereign like our Saour, 
that can be touch'd with the feeling of our TIafirmities : 
A Prince that takes Delight and Pleaſure in all Generous 
AQtions ; whom Foreigy Crown'd Heads admire for 
iis Wiſdom, Cloſeneſs, Proweſs , and Adﬀivity, and 
court for his Friendſhip; and yet is endued with thar 
Steddineſs of Mind, that doth not grow giddy with its 
own Height. A Prince, whoſe Auguſt Majeſty hath 
not 
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not only Enobled the Nation , and recover'd its loſt 
Reputation ; but who Stands the World's Triumphant 


Umpire, maintains the Balance, and has Even Now gi- 


ven Check ( as a Noble Azceſtor of hiz from whom he 
is deſcended 4id before to the Swelling Monarchy of 
Spain, when ſhe thought to have graſp'd all the Liber- 
ties of Europe ;) to One whole Ambition and Acquiits 
grew too big for the common Safety of our Neighbour- 
ing Nations, and obliged him to come bending unto Hine ; 
to ſend an Ambaſſage; and deſire conditions of Peace. 

For which Things, amonglt the reſt, I queſtion not 
in the leaſt but che very Hearts of his Ezemies admire 
him in Secret; and that the wery di/affefed Party of the 
Nation - themſelves, if they look round about, could 
not name any One King now reigning in Chriitendom 
whom they would have to rule over them than Him- 
{elf under whoſe Government ar preſent they are ſo un- 
eaſy. Whole Virtues ſhall our-1;ve himſelf, and many 
Generations ſhall fare the better for hizz. Thus Solomon 
the Father, and Rehoboam the Son, and many more were 
preſerved from Ruin for Davids lake ; and in the days 
of Hezekiah (above 3co Years after) Jeruſalem her 
{cIf, in great diſtreſs, was defended by G O D for his 
own ſake, and for his Servant David's fake. Relizious 
Princes and #orentates are an Extraordinary Bleiling. 


Iſi.6o. 14. - 
Luk. I 4. 
$3. 


Ia. 1. 26 I will reftore thy Fudges , as at the firſt, &C. 


a Mercy repreſentative of al the good G O D has 1n 
his Thoughts to beſtow upon Judah, He makes choice 
of this as the fitteſt Interpreter of his large Heart, as 
that which might beſt aſſure them of his Love, The 
Queen of Yheba, withour a Spirit of Prophecy , was 
able to ſee happy days coming upon the Jews, from the 
Piety and Wifdom yhe obſerved in their Prince. 2 Chrop. 


9. 8. Becauſe thy G O D lovei Iſrael to eſtabliſh them - 


for ever, therefore made he Thee Kjng over them to do 
Judgment, and Juſlice. L know 


ves a tie en 
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I know (My Brethren) its a Sz to flatter Kings ; 
and let it be Treaſoz if you will ; but a good One ought 


daily to be praiſed. But leſt I ſhould be challenged for 


/o bold an attempt as the giving any Cyharadter of His. 
Moſt Sacred Majeſty,C tor Every Pencli is not permitted to 
drawa K/yzg s P1Qture  ) and believing that Great Things 
and Greater Perſons are not to be treated, or ſo much as 
treated of, but with the greateſt Deferexce, Caution, and 
with tie moſt profound Submiſſions ; inftead of inditing 
ſo 20d a Matter, I ſhall at preſent only ſpeak of the 
7 hings that are fairly laid down 1a the Text, viz. 

(1.) The very worthy deeds done unto zhix Nation by 
his Providenee, or Prudence. 

(2.) The great Quietneſs, or Peace, which, by his 
ConduQ, and Management, we zow enjoy. The Firſt 
of which came to paſs when he was our glorious De- 
liverer ; the Second now He is Our Lawful and Rightful 
King. And then 

(3.) I ſhall wind up the Diſcourſe with ſome Pra- 
ical DeduQtions. And 

(1.) The very worthy Deeds done unto thi Nation by 
his Providence. Such, which our Chzildrezs Children (hall 
Sing the Story of, whilſt their p/eaſed Parents ſmile them- 
{elves into Tears of Joy that they liv'd to ſee the truth of 
the Strange Revolution; which to After-ages may poſli- 
bly wear the Face of a Romance, andeither the Thizg it 
ſelf concluded to be only the extravagant Sallies of 
ſome Hiſtorians ; or elle the Perſon, whom Providence 
has SeleQed out of the Maſs of Mankind, ro be an Iz- 
ſtance what Wonders the Almighty can do for thoſe he 
as a Strange Kindnels for. 

I need not tell you in what a dreadful Poſture our Af. 
{airs both Civ'l, and Fecleſtaſtic, ood at that Tunure 
When Cur alzft unpreſidented Deliverance was wrought 
torus, 'Eizy were (as One ſpeaics of the <tate of the 


Empire 
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Empire in his Time) 6% Zvez? exwi;, upon the Edge 
of the Razor. 'The Nation, ſuch were its agoxies and 
convulſions , ieem'd like the Roll, Ezek. 2. 10. written 
within and mithout, Lamentation and Weeping and 
Woe. 

What Invaſions upon our Rights were we long and 
ſad SpeQators of ! The Charafer of Exgland at that 
Time we might find in 1/a. 59. 14. Judgment was turned 
backward, and Fuſtice ſtood afar off ; Truth was faln in the 
Streets, and Equity could not enter. Our Foundations 
were out of courſe, and, like the Earth, our Govern- 
ment ſeemed to hang without any hold. 
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Our Laws (the common Inheritance and Patrimony 
of every Free-born Subject, the Security of all that can be 
| valuable in this World ) profeſſedly run down ; and Ju- 

ftice and Trials were only become the Words of Form 
to be made uſe of for deſtroying us by Rule and Method ; 
and were only the Solemnities. and Ceremonies of our 
Ruin. No Man's Fence was Strong enough toreliſt pre- 
carions Judges, and /#borx'd Juries. Prerogative ( which 
is only a Power to preſerve People on extraordinary Oc- 
caſlions) was made the great Engine of their DeſtcuQi- 
on. Men by Law anqualify'd for any Truſt, were thruſt 
into all Offices of Truſt ; and thoſe who were Traitors in 
the Eye of the Law, had the chief Management of 
Afﬀairs, 
The Nurſeries of the Clergy were aſſign'd over to Pa- 
: piſts; and the Miniſters of Religion were enjoin'd, con- 
: trary tothe Laws in force, to proclaim Liberty to their 
/ Pariſhioners to go to Maſs, or where they pleaſed ; and 
! threaten'd with a Severe Proſecution for their Non- 
: compliance, which in part was Executed by impriſoning 
7 the Fathers of our Church. 


Pub- 
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Publick Maſs-houſes, and Schools for the corrupting of 
Youth, were ſet up in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom. Che 
Wolves, and profeſſed {dverſaries of our Church, were 
- intruſted for the providing Pa#ors tor it ; the Jeſuits,and 
other Popilſh Prietts, having the Chotce of our Biſhops, 
and the diſpoſal of all ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Pretermeats 
as belonged to the Crown. 

'A Standing Army was kept up in the Time of Peace, 
meerly to over-awe the People, and dcter them from 
aſſerting their Rights; co bring us into Hobbs's State of 
Nature, that they ſhould ail have a Right to every 
thing of ours, fibr leave us any other way to help our 
ſelves, and caſe our ſad Complaints, but our private 
Prayers, and our ary Patience. 

Such as would not comply to promote their Popiſh 
Deſigns, were turn'd out of the Conrt, Corporations, 
and Commiſſions of Peace, and Lieateaancy : Not a Few 
debarr'd of their way of Livelihood; and a Reſolution 
taken to ſuffer none ro exerciſe any ſuch Employment 


as required a Licenſe, unleſs they would make the /ike _ 


Engagement. 

The Parliatrent, which ſhould Redreſs our Grievan- 
ces, was no longer allowed the Liberty of Voting ; 
but the Lords, and all others who were likely to 
be Members, were Cloſetted; and all Arts uſed to 
induce them to betray their Liberties. SL 

The Nation no longer permitted the free Choic 
of their Repreſentatives ; but 7hreatnings, and Me- 
paces, and all Methods made uſe of to determine them 
tO ſuch Tools as the R: manifts ſhould think fir to Nomi- 
aate to them. 

And art laſt, (to omit other Publick Grievances , 
too tedious to enumerate On ſuch a Day as this, 
for their Name was Legion ) a Prince of Wales 
was introduced into the World ; the il Manage- 

ment 


« 
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ment of which Buſineſs the very Papiſts themſelves * 7% 3u#- 


complain'd of, * neſs of ge” 


Wales ( ſaith One of t hem under the Mak of a Proteſtant, in a virulent Paper againſt kis 
preſent Majeſty, Entitul:d England's Criſis, or The World well amended, printed in lre- 
lnd) 7 cannot but conſeſs ſome people managed , as if they deſign'd either that we ſhould 
not believe at all, or if we did, our Bzlief ſhould be as implicit as zo Succefſions and In- 
heritances here, as that of che Romanilt is in the ExpeRation of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


In ſhort, We were dealt withal as Thieves do by 
them they Rob; we were bound and gagg d tha we 
might not ſtir to help onr ſelves, nor cry out tor the help 
of Orhers. We were preſt out of Meaſure, above Strength ; 
inſomuch thar our Heart 4dy'd within us, and we de/pair'd 
even of Life, and had the Sentence of Death in our 
ſelves. We were juſt Sinking ander the Waves, upox 
which we had walked ſo long not without a Miracle ; 
when lo ! the Saviour of Iſrael Stretched forth his Arm, 
and ſaved Us, and deliver'd us from /o great a Death, 

He raisd up a Mas that ſcorned Eaſe and. Pleaſure, 

and Dangers ; and iſpird his Royal Breaft with a, __ 
vigorous and an ative Fire, to come over and help op-\* 
preſſed Innocence ; which was no ſooner done, but in 

a Moment, 1n the twinkling of an Eye, this great Com- 
plication of dangers was broken, difſipated, and utter- 
ly deftroy'd ; and we were Surpriz'd with Salvation. 

1: ſhall come to paſs, ſaith Zachary, that at Even-time zt 
ſhall be Light, When we were expeQing nothing bur 
darkneſs ( for what is the Fwverirg but a Sepulchre prepa- 
red for the Lizht? ) behold then it was Light perfect day. 
The Matter was brought about by His Condutt and 
Providence, without undergoing the Miſchicfs of having 
eur Country made the Sear of War : The Perſons of 
Power and Intereft ( what by guilty Fears,and Cowardiſe ; 
what by a Spirit of Infatuation thar ſeized them ) with- 
out Power and Might ( like Great Oaks pull'd up by 
an Hair ) were removed ; and an End was put to our 
DMi- 
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Miſeries, and almoſt to our Fears, by a dry Viitory; and 
our Redemption was not purchaſed by Fields of Blood 
either of our Friends, or Exzemies. All things were 
unaccountably reduced into that firm State out-of which 
they were diſtorted, and we are once again the Honour 
2nd the Envy of Chriſtendom. We are ſecured of our 
Ancient Laws, and Immunities by which we may live 
the Lives of reaſonable Creatures, and not of Machines 
or meer Bodies ;, ( as * Slaves arerendred, 4poc. 18. 13.) 
and our Religion is rezgnant, by which we may live the 


Lives of Chriftians and Saints, We may truly ſay, the 


Bible triumphs 1n this Deliverance ; and the Northern 
Hereſy, as they reproach/ully. call'd it, hath got a glorious 
Vidtory over human T:ventions, and their Catholick 
Religion. The Maintenance and Preſervation of which, 
we need not 1n the leaſt be ſolicitous about , ſince the 
Repreſentative of a G O D of Infinite Truth, cannot 
but be faithful when he hath promiſed. 

Thus have I ventur'd to open the Book ; and with 
all poſſible Brevity have given you a tranſient View of 
the wery worthy deeds done to this Nation when His 
Majeſty was our Deliverer ; Services they were ſo brave, 
but withal ſo very deſperate, that nothing but the ad- 
venturing into the Mouth of a Cannon to lave a Friend, 
(and greater danger has no Maz ; ) can give any juſt 
Idea of them. 

Speak Ireland { for He was thy Saviour allo ), when 
a Sound of Battel, and of great deſtruition was in thy 
Land ; Speak, how He gave thy Enemies as the Dutt 
to his Sword ; and as driven Stubble to his Bow ; Say, 
what hardneſs he endured as a goad Soldier ; what 
dangers he expoſed himſelf to in the High Places of the 
Field ; how he gave no Sleep to his Eyes, nor Slumber 
to his Eye-lids, till he cauſed their Swords to fall out 


| of their Hands, turning to Flight the Armies of the 


Aliens, 
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Aliens , and made Thee at laſt to dwell in Safery. 

But til] his Care and Travel is not over; for now 
he muſt croſs the Tempeſtuous Cceazn,to plead the Cauſe, 
and contend far the Common Safety of this Side of the 
World ; with an 4dverſary whaſe Hand was againſt eve- 
ry Man, and every Man's hand againſt him; and what the 
Succeſs and Concluſion of the whole Matter hath been, 
ask this very Day, and it will tel] thee. For, 

(2) By Him, this Man of Reſt, We (and they bath) 


enjoy great Quietneſs ( or Þ Peace) ; Reſt on every (ide, f Nowis 
So that there is neicher Adwverſary, nor Evil Cecnrrent. guns. 


The 2* Thing to be Spoken to. | 
Thus Peace is the Intention and End as well as the 
Ground of Lawful War, Deſired and Embraced by the 
Moſt Valiant, devoted to Martial Atchievements as the 
height of his Honour, and the utmoſt of his 4mbition, 
as not to be purchaſed by the Excellencies of Nature, 
_ or all the Riches in the World. In reſpe&t to which 
the Poet ſings of the Warlike Medes and Thracians , 


Ocium Bello furioſa Thrace, ( ſubaud. rogat. 
Ocium Medi Pharetra aecort : 


Groſphe, non Gemmis neq, Purpura ve- 
nale, nec Auro. 


The Soldiers of Fortune, that make a Trade of War, 
{I hope that Trade that hath broke all others, will break 
it ſelf at laſt ) are content , like the Efriag, to eat 
Iron, and live upon the Sword : Yet They that take 
up the Sword ozly upon an Honourable Nereſſtty, will 
be glad to think an honeſt Convenience a Cogent Neceſſity 
to lay it down again : and afterwards look upon it to 
be as great an Honour and Happineſs to live by their 
Head piece as their Sword. - 


B 2 The 


Hor. lib. 
2, Od. 16, 
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Mart. 14. 
27. 


The Diſciples of our Lord and Saviour, weread, were 
once afraid of their own Maſter as if they had ſeen a 
Spirit, Thus many when they ſee Peace coming, are 
afraid, and think it's an Apparition : but what Chriſt 
{aid to Them, His Majeſty has been pleaſed to ſay to xs, 


* Be not afraid, it is I that bring you the glad Tidings of 


Peace. Thus after a weary Week comes a Sabbazh of 
Reſt. God has not only deliver'd us, not only raiſed 
us from the Grave, and comforted us with the Hopes 
that we ſhall not fall back into the ſame Grave again ; 
( which comfort at the height of AfMiction is like Mer- 
cy at the Block; ) but after a Sore and Tedious War hath 
given us the izvaluable Bleſſing of Peace. We have, 
like Jonathan, received our Hoxey at the End of a Rod; 
and out of the Eater, hath come forth Sweetneſs. 

Who 7hought of this Twelve Months ago? There was 
fuch /-zall or no appearance of ſuch a Thing., that we 
might ſay, If the Lord wou'd make Windows in Hea- 
ven, or ſay, Drop down ye Heavens from above, and 
let the Skies pour down Peace, might this thing be? Al- 
miglity G O D doth often ſow his Bleſſings whilſt Men 
Sleep. Whilſt our Faith (leeps as to the Bzlzef, / and ſo in- 
deed he has been more gracious to than Chriſt was to 
his own Country, Matt.13.5S.) and Our Hopes ſleep as to 
the Expeitation of {o great a Mercy, he comes privily,as it 
were,and lays it down by us upon our P;l{ows, ſer. 29.11. 
For I know the Thoughts that 1 think towards you, ſaith the 
Lord;thoughts of Peace,and not of evil,togive you an expett= 
ed End. And thus after all our Toſlings, has he brought us 
to that fair Haven of Quiet where we would be. Inſo- 
much that the Trumpets ſound nothing but the welcome 
7103s of our Common Safety ; and the armed Troops in. 
our Streets, march only as our Defence and Guard. 

It was once, you know, ſaid of Claudiaz, T hat he 
wanted Matter ſuitable to the Excellency of his Vt ; 


but 
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but where is Wt and Eloquence worthy of this Subje& ? 


. Such a Comprehenſive Bleſſing is Peace, ſuch a Circle of 


Bleſſings, that who can ſhew forth all its Praiſe ? So 
that (my Brethren ) you muſt e'en pardon me, if I 
am forced ( like the Geographers ) to ſet down a Lipe 
for a River, and a Spot for a whole Country. 

As GOD hath delivered us from as dreadful a 
Fudgment as we could fear , ſo Peace is as great a Bleſ- 


ſingas we can deſire. It is one of G O D's good and 


perfett Gifts ; when the P/a/miſt could ſay no more, he 
ends all with, The Lord will bleſs his People with Peace, 


Pſalm 29.11. As Bread in the Lord s Prayer, compre: 
hends all Neceſfaries that conduce to the preſervation of 
our Nateral Lives; ſo Peace includes whatſoever is ne- 
ceſſary to make Church and State happy, Ir is every 
way excellent. If we ſpeak of Goozneſs, lo! rhis is 


Good; if of Delight, lo! this is Pleaſant. Among all Utite Dul- - 


the prodigious Paradoxes held in England, I think this © 
is none, That Peace is-not Good. It is ſo incomparably 
Good, that we cannot receive any due and adequate 
Thoughts of it, from any thing elſe but our own Ex- 
perience, Pſalm 133. 1. Behold how god and pleaſant « 
Thing it is! An Exceſſive kind of Praile ; and the high- 
eſt Stile of Praiſe is to profeſs our Inability of Expreſſi- 
on; even as the Pſalmiſt uſeth to ſpeak of G O D, O - 
how excell nt is thy Name! and, How great is thy Good- 
aeſs'\ He could not comprehend the One, nor expreſs 
the Other. Thus, ſince we cannot ſufficiently let out the - 
Praiſes of Peace,. we will only ask, How good it is? 
And Praiſe it, by ſaying Nothing of it. We can only 
ask the Queſtion, How Good? and, How Pleaſant ? 
But cannot anſwer it: However, He would try at it, 
and tells us, 1's like the precious Ointment, &c. What 
has a Fragrant Smell we all admife, and draw near to. - 


Becanſe of the ſavour of thy good Ointments, we will run Ci. 1. 


afier 


A T banksgiving-Sermon 


after thee. Peace hasan Attraftive Power ; for though 
Men naturally Love their own Country belt, yet every 
Man likes belt to live where there is Peace and niet. 
Iſaac left Gerar when they Strove with Jum, and went 
to Sitnah for Peace; and when they Srrove with him 
there, he weat to Rehoboth, and Beerjheba, tor Peace. 
And England can tell what a Conflux of French, &c. 
have come over, and til] continue amongſt us for the 
ſhadow of our Peace; inſomuch that we have been 
like Nebuchadn:zzar s Tree,a Shade,and a Refuge toall the 
Kow!s of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Field ; and not 
only the Houſe of our Church and Nation, but the great 
Houſe of the World ( 4 %iz2p;n ) hath been filed with 
the ſweet Sawvour of this our good Ointment. And as 
it is indeed like Ointment, l{oit is like the Dew; thus 
compared to ſhew its fertility, according to the known 
Nature of it in fra&ifying the Earth ; not to Raiz, 
which ſometimes falling with Violence, doth more hurt 
than good ; but to a diſtilling Dew, frequently called 
the Dew of Heaven. Thus Peace is of Celeſtial Extra- 
ion ; the Ointment is pour'd on by the Hand of a Maz; 
and our Peace is well promoted by Inferior Means ; but 
the Dew comes from Heaven; and it is G OD that 
{ends the Bleſſing of Peace; and as the Influences of 
* zhe Ori- Heaven fatten the Earth , ſo does this a Church and 
gina! read: Nation, Nay, It's as the dew of Hermon, * which 
Dew of Hermon that deſcended upon the mountains of Zion ; 44d ſo the Greek Yerſion 
Renders it as the Vulgar Latin. Now in rezard theſe Two ſeem'd to be far diſtant, the One 
in Jeruſalem, the Other beyond Jordan ; and ſo impoſſible that the Dew of One ſhould 
7rin down to the Other ; divers late Tran/iations, with Ours , have added, And as the 
Dew ; as if amo x01, it were to be repeated. But there are ſome Learned Interpreters 
that think it not neceſſary, in regard there was a Lion alſo near Jordan, adjoining to Her- 
mon. Deut. 4. 48. Unto Mount Sion which is Hermon. And howſoever in the Hebrew 
there is ſome Literal difference between Sion and Zion, h:re and in the Pſalm; yet they taks 


it not to be of any Conſequence, in regard there way be given aivers Inſtances of ſuch Varias 
rions, and greater in the Names of the ſame Perſons and Places, 
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was one of the richeſt Soils 1a all 1/rael, to denote the 
greatneſs of the Benefit that will redound hereby. It 
is /o profitable, that if you were poſſeſſed of af things 
beſides, and this was wanting, they could profit you 10- 
thinz : And therefore, How good is it ? Is as if nothing 
was good without it, according to the Greek Verſion, ni 
x9Av 1 m1 Teemv'y aA), Oc. What is good, but for Bre- 
thren to dwell in Peace ? There is no zea/ Bleſſing with- 
out it ; take this away, and you deſtroy a Kingdom. 
As the Artificer Carved his own Name into the Buckler 
of Mizerva {ſo exatly, that whoſoever ſhould under- 
take to pick i# out, mult of neceſſity ſpoil the Buckler ; 
ſo it is with Peace ; which is ſo woven with the Proſperi- 
ty of a Kingdom, that whoſoever deſtroys Peace, deſtroys 
a Kinodom. The Hebrews comprehended all manner of 
Proſperity under its Name ; an Obſervation as common 
as their Vulgar Salutation, Peace be unto you ; which is 
equivolent with that of Ours, I wiſh you all Happineſs ; 
and hereupon they uſed the word at every turn, and upon 
every occaſion ; inſomuch that it is ſometimes put, by 
a Catechreſis, to ſignify the Proſperous Succeſs even of 
War it ſelf ; 2 Sam. 11.7. David Commanded of Uriah, 
how Fob aid, and how the people did, and concerning the 
Peace of the War, that is (as our Tranſlators Render 
it ) how the War proſpered ? 

And now ſince 1 have mentioned that «lucky Word 
War, let your fancy lead you for a while into ſome 
Kingdom where the Weapons of War ( the Weapons 
of the Lord s indignation,) are brought forch. You 
need no other Foil to ſet of the Luſtre and Beauty of 
this Tewe/ of Peace. 

Imagine then that you ſee 1/ar Riding upon a Red 
Horie, and he Uzbrialed ; with his Sword wearied and 


blunted by DeſtruCtion, and made fat with fatneſs: How 17.34. 16. 


diſmal is the fight! How dreadful 1s the Place ! it is no 
| other 
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Joel 2. 1, other than the Gate of Hell. YJoelcalls the Day of War, 

*rinoc g, 2 Day of Gloomineſs and thick pitchy Darkneſs. Eliſha 

112, wept to think of it. © So that Davida was much in the 
right when the Prophet put him to his Tr:i/emma, to 
chuſe the Plazue rather than the other Two; and earneit- 
ly to beſeech, Let me not fall intothe Hand of Man, whoſe 
very Mercies are Cruelty. Which may be oze Reaſon 
why Nebuchadnezzar Seal'd the Den of Lions wherein 
Daniel was, becauſe he thoughr it ſafer to truſt him 
with the Lions than with his ;zzplacable Faem:es. 

Waris a Colluvies of all Evil both of Siz and Miſery; 
then behold a 7roop comes ; I:2uG amvrey mals; 
if they calld it the Father of all, you may well add 
Miſchief to make up the Sexſe. It's the very Abomina- 
tion of Deſolation ; abomizable for the Qutrages com- 
mitted init; and making Deſolate in the ſad and woful 
Effects of it. 

He was an Ingenions Limner, who moſt Lively Re- 
preſented a Dyizg Picce in this manner: A Goodly Ma- 
tron Mortally Wounded at the Storming of a City ; as 
ſhe lay Bleeding and Expiring of her Wound, behold 
her helpleſs hungry 1zfant comes crawlizg towards her 
Breaſts, whilſt the Dying Mother looks Wiſtly and Care- 
Fully upon it; Ne Sanguis metuens pro Latte bibatar ; 
fearing leſt the Hungry Babe ſhould ſuck down 
Blood inſtead of Mzk. 

No reſpeCt thez to Perſons : Birth and Family do but 
at zhat Time make the Condition the more deplorable 
for the hizher they ſtand, the more open and expos'd 
are they to the Srorm and Exvy of Others. Riches are 
then but g/azd Thorns, and Honour but an higher Mi- 
ſery. No Reverence then to Grey Hairs, no Tender- 
neſs for Children, or thoſe rhat ſuck the Breaſts; no 
Compaſhon for the moſt Lovely and Charming Flowers 
of Beautitul Tourh it ſelf, The Bed doth not prote&t 

the 
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the Sick Perſon; nor the Moman the Burthen that ſhe 
carries; nor the S-at of Juſticethe Maziſtrate ; nor the 
Houſe of Prayer the Prieſt, which is made in the moit 
litexal Scnſe a Den of Thieves; £0 that there can be no 
coming to Church, no paublick Devotion, withour the 
danger of the Galileans tate, to have their Blood ming- 
led with their Sacrifices; and for fear of bing Nambred 
with the Dead, that ( Cruel Wretches as they are ) 
cannot reſf from their Labours, or Slzep in quiet for 
them. What Burning of Cities and Villages! What 
Slaughter and Havock of Human Fleſh and Blood ! the 
Mountains being melted with it, and the Ficlis become 
a diſmal Go/2atha, groaning under the Weight of they 
Slain, and the /7a'f-/lzin that beg for the Mercy to be 
guite Knocked o'rii? Head, 

What Cries and Ejulations ! What wringing the 
Hands, and rearing the Hair, of poor H/idows and Or- 
fhans! What Rapes mingled with Murthers, and Mour- 
thers with Rapes 3 Soldiers Killing Soldiers in the wery 
moments of their ungovernes Luſts, ro perpetrate the 
[ame VN ilianies themiclves ! 

Whole Families trips aaked of all their Enjoyments, 
how do they fit So//tary and Forlorn ! agaravating their 
Miſery. by viewing over the Records of their former 
Proſperiry , and pleaſant Things; of winch, alas! 
they have been p/anaered over and over, by one Party or 


another ; ſo that what rhe Palmer-worm has teft, the x. 


Locus, Canker worm, and the Caterpillar has eaten; and 
they whoſe Goods, &c. eſcane the Sword of Hazae!, are 
yet devoured by Jebu's ; till they have ſucked the wery 
24rrow out of thole Bones which others hal hb: oken ; and 
ſhould any thing chaxce to have been /ef7, yer ther very 
little is ſo im-bitter'd by frizhts and alarms of Fire, and 
Sword, the Caldeans and the Saheans, that it cannot 
poſſibly beenjoy'd witiz any Satisfaction, but the Mor/e/ 
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is Eat with a trembling hind, and the Cup is drunk out 
of with a perpetual ſhaking. 

How are the Rivers and Ponds died again with Purple 
Gore ! by tumbling ia Carcaſſes, and Men headlong in- 
to them, that cndeavouring to craivd out, are knock'd down 
again, and fo periſh in the Waters; whilſt Orhers are 
fain to fly tor their Lives; the Woods and Mountains 
wanting Caves and hidirg-places tor them ; being never 
likely to met their dca7 Relations an 10 this World ; 
Some of them lcading a zedions life in a far Country ; 
Others periſhing by tie way ; and the Ref, it's to be 
feared, taken Cap:ive, to be &/zvcs, it may be, to 
Slaves ; a Cale fo very pitiavie, that it made the Pro- 
phet /orbid to weep for the deid, but bid weep ſorely for 
them that are going away, Jer. 22. 10. 

As thoſe Three Commandments, Thou ſhalt not Kjzll, 
Thou ſhalt not commit 4daltery, Thou ſhalt not . Steal, are 
ranked zogetherin the Law; ſo are they uſually wzolated 
in the Lawleſs Violence of War; and fo you find them 
threatned 7ozether, Iſa. 13. 16. Their childrea [all be 
daſhed in pieces before their eyes, their houſes ſpoiled, ani 
their wives raviſhea. | 

That of Eraſmus is a ſhort, but a ſmart and pithy 
Examination of the So/djers Pater Noſter ; by which, 
with /ome little Alteration of it, vou may give a gueſs at 
re deplorable Condition of 1that Country which tis 
wounded with the wound of an enemy, and the chaſtiſement 
of a cruel one. Quaid quzld Orat Miles? &c. What, 
T beſcech yo2un (laith he) or How does the Soldier Pray ? 

* Doſt thou fay, Onur Father ? Tmpudent Mourh ! 
* How darcit thou call G O D Father, that art fiving 
* at thy Brother's Throat, or the next thoa mcetelt, to 
* cut Or tear it out ? 

* Doſt thou ſay, Halowed be thy Name; when 
*GOD's Name is by none more Pla/-hemed anl 
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, Diſhonourcd than by thy «ahallowed Lips, end thy 
* Fi cllow-: oidiers rending the very Heavens by their 
Oar) s and Execrations?. 

© Doſt thou fav, Thy Kino com Come ; wilken none 15 
"Aa ah pore Exemy to EC Kingdom ot Urace, than tliy 
* wicked {elf ? 

« Dott thou ſay, Thy will be done oa Farth as tt is in 
* Heaven ; and: yet when GOD tclls thee it 1s his 
* w1i thou ſhouldeſt follow Peace with all men, tiiou Ge- 
* lighteſt to put the Blood of lar upon thy Girale that's 
© about thy Loins; aud ſleepeft not excep! thou haſt done 
* Miſchief, except thou ca-ſeſt ſome to fall, thou Enemy 
© of all Righteouſhieſs ? 

* Dolt thou ſay, Give ns this day onr diily Bread : 
and yet takelt away by Violence and R api ae all the 
Neceſſaries of Life thy Neighbour hath labour*d tor 
in the Sweat of his Brows, and leavelt nothicg that 
* pertains to him by the 7orning Light ? 

* Thou beſeecheſt the Lord to forgive thee thy Trel. 

* paſſes, but certainly thou dareſt go zo farther , bat 

+ ſt make a Full Stop where Chritt made but a 
* Comma; For how canlt thou add, As thou Forozveſ? 

* them that Treſpaſs againſt thee, when nothing but thy 
* Brother's Blood will {fattsty thee, and his too who nev er 
; * did nor would have offended thee, had{t rhou not firtt 

out of Meaſure provoked him ? 

* Doſt thou Prav, Not to be led into Temvtation, and 
* yet accountelt ic Pu{ilantmity not to venture upon any 
* Thing that thy Ravezons Appetite or Luſts Tempt 


« thee unto? 
c 1 Q. = 
Laſtly, Dolt thou Supplicate to be Delivered [rom 
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ſ 
* all Evil, and yet arc not «ſhamed, nor dolt thou bluſh 
*to commit Abominations, ( Seven A bominations are 
*1n ihy Heart) and to appoint whatever thou come!lt 


* near to utter deitruction, and makelt i: thy Trade to 
C 2 « ive 
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© live all thy days in that Evil of Evils, Eloody War, 
* that maketh a Land which is before an irmy, as the 
© Garden of Eden to be behixd it, a dcſulate Wilderneſs ; 
* more deſolate than the Wilderneſs towards Diblath ? 

Such, 1n Truth, is the NVatare and uncontrouled Pra> 
ice of the Men that are 11 Scarlet ; [ſuch their Calami- 
tous Circumſtances that are oppreſſed with the Bow, the 
Sword, and the batted. 

And as by War in the Great, ſo by War in the Little 
World , the Body of Man, we may know and [ce what 
an Evil thing it is, and bitter to be deprived of this Blef- 
ſirg of Peace; and conſequently what a Value and Re- 
gard to put upon it. 

If that Gezeral League and Union, that great Inſtru- 
mentum Pacis, the juit Temperament of the Body, be not 
preſerved and kept entire, How doleful are the Conſe- 
quences! How are all Procceatnes 1n all the Courts of 
Nature /topr ; and all 44ions, Natural, Vital, and 
Animal, very much hizdred and retarded, if not let fa! 
How 1s all Trade and Commerce forbidden, though the 
ſeveral Parts of Nature are Nouriſhed from and by each 
other ! How is Nature ſhut up, and all the Paſlages 


2g. 5.5. ftopt, and the high ways are unoccupied, and the travellers 


( the Epirzts, the Blood, and the other neceſſary Fiumonrs 
preternaturaliy ) walk throengh ty-piths! and chere is no 
coring in Of uſual and necellary Supplics, nor 2oing ont 
tor thoſe { Excrementitions) Humours, which are 
luch a Barthea and Weatnine to Nature's Gariſoz, that 
it cannot hold out. In a word; The Searitions within 
are at luch Conteſts one with another, that there is no- 
thing but complaining in its Streets. The Reejers of 
the Houſe (the Arms) Tremble ; and the Srrovug Men 
(thoſe Spporters of the Houle, the Legs ) tow thens- 
ſelves ; and the ſound of the griading is low, and thoſe 
hat lock out at the Wizidows ( the Eyes ) are darkned ; 
and. 
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and the Doors ( the Month, Ears, &c ) are ſhut in the 
Streets, and the Voice of a little chirping Bird awakens, 
and all the Dauohters of Muſick are brought low ( low as 
to his Power and Capacity to uſe them, for his Voice fails ; 
and /ow as t9 any Eſteem he hath of them, for he regards 
them not ;) fear a'ſo p:ſſeſſerh him, and the Graſhopper 
is a Burden to him, and hi deſire fails. Thus lies he on 
his Bed of Laneniſhins ; which though never ſo /oft, can 
afford him no Ez/e, unleſs G OD be pleaſed to makeit ; 
ſo that he would willingly exchange his Bed of Dowz for 
one of Duſt ; and his Soul chuſeth ſtrangling and death 
rather than Life. 

And now (My Brethren) put what I have faid 
together, from conſiderations taken from both Worlds, 
ſuppoſed to be in a State of War; and it muſt needs be 
that you will preſently fall;in Love, and pay your Court 
to this Beauty of Peace, which is the perfect Reverſe of 
all that has been ſpoken. And therefore fince #7 is at laſt 
return d to wu from afar, let us /ay hold of it ; as the Pa- 
triarchs did apprehend the Promiſes. Heb, 1. 13. 47720 
13.1, they Saiuted them , they hnzg'd them, they em- 


braced them. 

Peace like the YVernal Sun gives new Life and Vigor 
tothe World, and makes its Inhabitants , like the Hlls 
of Sion, to lauzh and ſing. It whets mens Diligence and 


Indultry in their ſeveral Callings; giving them hoges 


tat their lawful Undertakings ſhallrecurn Crowned with 
taeir deſired Effects. It is the Spring of all Particrpa- 


tion; and gives a free Communication trom One En of 
the World to the Other, that we {hare in the good 

things intrulted by G O D and WVatire with other Na- 

ztons, and Perſons. It is {o Excellent, that the Orator * 

cis ; res tam jucunda, & [alutaris, qud non modo tt quibus Jenſum Matura dcuit, 
Tee atque agri latari videntur. . 
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telis us, not only flich as have Sexſe and Diſcretion, 
but the very Frelds and Hoſes rejoice in it. 

Peace, it's the Sorl cf the Univerſe, the Chain of the 
World, and the Cement of Nature. Pexce, it's t 
Beanty of Providence, the Byozd of Governineats, an 
the 1/other of Order, Peace, the Life of the Law, tho 
Guardian of Leerning, and the Fxcorraoment Of Vers 
tue. Peace, the Health of the Peopic, the -ojourners 
Sefety, and the Enemies Terror. 

Further yet, for the better half has not been told you. 
Peace, it's the great deiign of the Ever-bleiſed T R 1I- 
N1TY. The Fromiſe of the Father ; who has done 
this Vertue the Hozonr to ſtile himſelf from it, The 
G OD of Peace, Rom. 15. 33. 2. Thefl. 3. 16. The 
Purchaſe of the So» who is the Prize: of Peace, Ia. 6. g. 
and rhe Produft of the Spirit, who 1s ſet forth to us by 
the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, Epheſ, 4. 3, 
At the Birth of Our Saviour the Angels chanted it 
forth, —Oz Earth Peace. The #xcelleacy of his Suffer- 
ings is couched in this, that They were the Chaſtiſements 
of his Peace, Iſa. 53.5. and He himlelt Publiſhed ir at 
his Refurreftion.-- Peace be with you. And, by the way, 
it may not here be improper to make one Remark. 

Our dear Lord, though content to be Crucify*d on 
Mount Calvary; yet , whillt he was living, he was 
moſt delighted to be in the Mount of Olives, He lo- 
icth his Life in a place of Sku/s, an Emblem of War ; 
( where truly he is fi! Crucified ; ) but he leads his Life 
moſt commonly in a place of Olives, an Emblem of 
Peace ; there he prays, there he preaches, there he 
walks, contemplates, and watches ; doth every thing 
but die ; that was refrved for Mount Calvary : Yea, 
thence he aſcends into Heaven ; and as Peace wes one 
of the /ij* Legacies his Lips bequeatned us when he 
dy'd, {uv Mount Olves (the dwelling-place of Peace) 
Was 


a, — _—— 


Forth P EACK 


x was the /a/t piece of Earth his bleſſed Foot touched 

| when he aſcended. But to return, and I ſhall only 

Z ſpeak this Once. Peace, it's the Reconciliation of Sin- 

ners, the Conſolation of the Saints, and the Crown of 

the Bleſſed. Peace, at which the Scriptures atm, Faith 
intends, Hope aſpires to, and i: 1s compleat Beatitude to 

attain it. And therefore happy muſt z4at People needs 

be, that are in ſuch a Caſe, whom GOD hath pre- 

vented with /uch a Temporal and Spiritual Bleſſhhng It | 
Is 0-7 own Caſe, bleſſed be rhe Lord, nho daily loads us with p\.c8. 1g. 
; his Benefi:s : The Beauty of the Lord.our G O D is upon pf g2. 1 
| Us ; and we have lived to ſee the Dove and rhe Olive 

: brauch of Mercy and Peace lightins upon the Head of 

the Nation. 

Perhaps, we may think we have deſerved as much 
at GO Ds hand. It may be it has been our $:rdneſs 
and Exad#neſs of Converſation before him ; our Care of 

, his or/bip, and Virdication of tis Truth; our Obſer- 
[- vation of his Sabbaths , Cc. Perhaps it has been our 
Charity, our Humility and c*ovriety, winch ſo far have 
prevail'd upon | him ; Surely it 15 becauſe he hath nox 
ipy d in Vs thoſe Lnſts and horrivle 4 tbomination Winch 
he hath beheld in foine other 7imes and Places, 

O Prophanc Imagination ! Let not ſuch vain Fhoughts 
lodge within us. "Should G O 5 have rone. by this 
Rule, Wo nad long, loar (ince been in Nt 2c, Let us 
rather ſay, it's the free Grace of that GOD who #s 
_ and doth good, Who hath Shewed favour to rh 
Kin 290M, becauſe he would {hew Favour, ( 2s chouzh 
he would be called the G O D of the Emnzlifh; ) inlo- 
much that We of all others have comprehens ded ( or ra- 
ther been comprehended by )ihe Breadth, and Lenath, and 
Depth, «nd Height of G O D's Love. The Pl hiloſophers 
tell us but of Three oor tiie Apoltle has found 
out Four in G O D's Mercy, Evrheſ. 3. 18. Let us 
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rather think that we enjoy tine Benefit of the Graces of 
Martyrs, and other Hly Perſons, wito, by their Prayers, 
and Potes whillt they were here bei2w,reſerved a ſpecial 
Bleſſing for Us in theſe Succeeding Times, And this 
will engage our Hearts to the practice of rhoſe Duties 
which the Kindneſs that hes been done nnto n5, fo juilly 
deferves at our hands. Tthz 3% and rhe laic Fhiag to 
be ſpoken to. And 

1. Let us aſcribe ths Mercy to G © D with all 
Thanktulneſs. We mutt not look upon zhis Peace as 
a Matter of Chance and Fortzre ; as the ſole produtt of 
humane Wiſdom, and Conrage. It 1s true, Men are 
Oz3 xyeres G OUL's hands, as Herbaltits cail Plants : 
And theſe Hands of G 0) ND we may kiſs ; but ler us 
be careful not to take the Crowns and Garlands which 


we ſhould lay at G U i?'s Feer, ro fer upoa Man's Head. 
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It is no diminution in the leait to His Majeſty that we 
aſcribe it to GOD. Por whar can ſo much diznify 
any Mortal Man, as tobe an Inftrumentia G O D's 
hand, one whom he chuſes to bring abour glorious 
Things by, and to convey Bleſſings to a Kinzdom ? 

To bring Peace out of Var, is a Work worthy of 
G O D. Pſal. 46. 9. He maketh Wars to ceaſe ; he 
breaketh the Bow, ani knappeth the Spear in ſunder , and 
burneth the Chariots in the Fire. And theretore that 
great Promiſe of Peace runs thus, They ſhall beat their 
Swords into Ploughſhares , and their Spears into Pruniug- 
Flooks. Soldiers {hail turn Y7ze dreſſers, and Husband- 
men ; the Bees ſhall hive 1n their Helmets. Nation ſhall 
not lift up Sword againſt Nation ; That ſhall oxce for 
all be put up into its place, and never be drawn agiin ; 
Neither (hall they learn lar any more. 

Bleſlel cays! when the 477 Ta7zc or Vilitary ſhall 
be out of date, anJ ( bing #7 /elfF the greateit Interrups 
ter of Learainz ) hill be learacd ad more. Thus apain, 
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1/a 45. 7. I form the Light ( Civil as well as Natural) ; 
---T make Peace ( Temporal as well as Spiritual ) ; I the 
Lord do all theſe things. 

We praiſe Thee therefore, O G OD, we acknow- 
ledge Thee who art the Lover, tobe the Lord and 4u- 
thor of our Peace and Concord. This is the day that the 
Lord hath made, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, eves 
in the preſence of all thoſe that have an Evil Will 
at our $10 : That would have Peace, but zot yet ; 
that would have Peace , but they would proclaim it 
themſelves 3 and then I queſtion not but z# would be 
juſt ſuch azz One as our Country-man Galgacrs in Ta- 
citrs ſpeaks of, in Relation to the Romans, whom he 
calls there, Raptores Orbis, the Robbers of the World, 
who when they have /aid all Waſte as a Wilderneſs, that 
they call Peace. Theſe are People that do err in their 
Hearts; the way of Peace they have not known ; but 
with Envy and Vengeance, and a raw, ſore Mind, (tand 
muttering and murmuring without, whulit iz our Father's 


Houſe there 1s Feaſting and Muſick. 
We read in P/. 126. that when the Lord turned the 


Captivity of Xo, we were like unto them that dream ; Cajeton. 


but the words ſhould rather be tranſlated , H/e are like 
anto thoſe that are reſtored to health ; and it beſt ſuits 
with the following words, Then were our Mouths fill'd 
with Laughter, and our Tongues with Praiſe ; which can 
never be {aid of a Man when he dreams ; but to a Per- 
ſon that is reftor'd to Health after a tedious fir of Sick- 
neſs it is very applicable. Since theretore the Lord has 
turned Our Captivity as the Waters of the South, and 
we can truly ſay, Peaze, Peace , and our Health is re- 
ſtor d, let us praiſe the Lord. If he expefts publick 
Thanks for private Mercies, much more then for pubs 
lick. Pſ. 103. 1. When therefore we hear ſuch a 


joyful Sound ; ſo that as Balaam ſaid, Numb. 23. 21. 
D GOD 
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GOD #* with them, and the Shout of a Kjng i amongſt 
them, as either conquering his Enemies, or giving them 
Re# and Peace, in his Name ſhould we rejoice and 
boaſt all the day long. 

Almighty G O D expeQts that his ſeveral diſpenſa- 
tions ſhould be entertained with ſuitable Deportments, 
Eccleſ. 7. 14. In the aay of Proſperity be joyful. Deut. 
16. 15. Thou ſhalt ſurely rejoice. As it is ſaid of the 
Jews upon the reſtoring and ſettling Jeruſalem in Peace, 
that they rejoiced, becauſe GO D made them to rejoice, 
Neh. 12. 43. We ſhould de/zzht our Selves in the 4bnz- 
dance of Peace. P/. 37. 11. Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſa- 
lem, praiſe thy G O D, O Sion; For He hath ſtrengthened 


the Bars of thy Gates, He hath bleſſed thy Children within - 


thee ; He maketh Peace in thy Borders, Pſal. 147. 12. 
To be Chagrin, Sullen, and out of Humour at ſuch 


a Time as this, is as ſuitable as to put on Mourning at . 


a Wedding, or to Faſt on a Sunday. Weare all of Us 
now (ſince every Man 1s concern:d in the Benefit) to 
awaken all manner of deceut Expedients whereby to ex- 
preſs our Thankfulneſs ro G O D. Let the Horizon 
Eccho our joyful Acclamations ; Let the Roofs of the 
Temple return the loud Voice of our common Prailes. 
Let the whole Kingdom build Alrars to the Lord, and 
call them, Jehova-Shalom., ſaying, the Lord hath bleſt 
his people with Peace, Let the Streets be filPd with 
Melody, and our Houſes with Cheerfulneſs. Bring hi- 
ther the 7abret, the merry Harp, and the Lute. Bat 
after all, I would not be iſtakex in the Point. Tt is 
not a prophane Mirth that T am pleading for ; that is an 
horrid $19, and to be detefted. The Publick Joy of 
Chriſtians 15 not to be expreſſed to the Publick diſgrace 
both of their Joy and their Chriſtianity, We are not 
to allow our ſelves in any intemperate, unwarrant able 
Tranſports ; 1n ſenſeal Revellings, and amy =" 

| indul- 
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indulging to Extravagancy,and ofezdizg G O D whilſt 
we praiſe him, It would have been high Izaiſcretion in 
Noah and his Family when in the Ark, and perceiving 
the Love approaching with an Olive Braxch, to have 
made ſuch a Noiſe and Lumber as ſhou'd have frighted 
her away. It behoves Us to walk circamſpetly, not 
as Fools, but as Wiſe ; not only as Men overjoy'd at 
preſent, but as circumſpect Perſons, Men careful to pre- 
ſerve what we rejoice in. Otherwiſe it may befall us 
as It doth ſome Towng Heirs; who rejoice F900 much 
when they fi-f come to a rich Inheritance ; and ſo in 
a few Years by their profuſeneſs and prodigality, their 
Revennes and their Joy are both brought to an Exd. 
Since we are called to rejozce, let it be with Trems 
bling. May we rejoice in G O D's goodneſs, Neh.g.25. 
and yet fear him, and his goodneſs, Hoſ.3.5. with ſuch a 
$3//ole and Diaſ/ole ought we to breathe and live: To 
rejoice with zrembliyg, not out of diſtruſt of GOD, 
but onr ſelves; not for fear G OD will not continue, 
but that we ſhall not deſerve our Happineſs. G OD 
forbid rhat the Tree of Fortune (as it 1s called) ſhould 
be ſo fairly B/owa, that we might only ſee how great 
Hopes $iz is able to 6/aſft. We ought to have an holy 
fear, and trembling, of torieiting our Mercies by our 
Sins. Toſh. 2.20. If you forſake the Lord, then will he 
turn, and do you hurt after be hath done you good, It 
we abuſe our Peace into Licentiouſneſs, and commit 
folly with our Mercies, this Dove will fly away to make 
room for a devouring Faulcon that will make a Stcop like 
Lightning with nothing but Deſtru7ion and Ruiz engra- 
ven upon her Yarvells, And then we may e'en thank 
onr ſelves for being the Cauſe of our own Miſery : For 
no man is hurt but by Himſelf, (fairh the Moralift. 
Great States, as Buildings, are cruſhed by their own 
Weight, (lay Politicians. 3 Perſons and Kingdoms 
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are deſtroy'd through their own Wickedneſs ( ſays the 
Divine.) Thy Deſtruftion is of thy ſelf, O Iſrael, Hoſ: 
13.21. Proprits transfigimur alis. 

But I'll tell you a Short, and a ready way how we 
may be /afe and happy, and continue a /oxg Blefling up- 
on our Selves, and Poſterity. The way is, Am I out ?--- 
no ſure ; the way 1s Let the Time paſt of our 
Lives ſuffice to have lived direaly contrary to our Inte- 


\ reſt and Duty. Let the Vices that reigned in the /aze 


Days of Unhappy Memory, and, I'm afraid, ſtill continue 
to do ſo, not be ſo much as once named amongſt us as 
becometh Saints; and the thing is done : And Peace ſhall 
be upon 1/rael. 

(2.) Let usgive unto C2/ar the things that be Cezſar's, 
who has made evez our Exemies to be at Peace with Us. 
TTerTy Tz x 7avl2zys Nm): guete pi} RIG ouyarigins (all 
Superlatives.) We accept it alwajs, and 7 all Places, with 
all Thankfulneſs. It is what the King of Heaven ex- 
peQs ; returns of Gratitude not only to himſelf, but to 
the glorious Inſtruments likewiſe which he is pleaſed to 
make uſe of. It is reproachfully ſaid of Tſrael, not only 
that they remembred not the Lord their GO D, who had 
deliver d them out of the hands of all their Enemies on 
every ſide; but that they ſhewed no kinaneſs to the Houſe 
of Jerubb:al, namely Gideon (who had been his Inſtru- 
ment 1n it ) according tro all the poodneſs which he had 
ſhewed unto Iſrael, Judges 8. 34: 

We might wiſh ( My Brethren) that 1/rael had been 
the 0/y People in the World that had been puilty of ſuch 
il! treatmeat of their beſt Friends, and Benetaftors, Bur 
that wiſh comes too late? We of ths Nation abhor that 
#ge that fhz]] pretend to outdo ours ia any Crime what- 
ever, not tiat of [ygratitude excepted. 

Very worthy deeds are done unte this Natica; We owe 
the correCtion of our Evil Fate, our Quiet and Peace- 
able 
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«ble Lives to the Kzng's Providence ; at the peril of his 
Life and Blood ; which juſtly deſerves the zr:4ute of our 
moſt Thankful Acknowledgments : But inſtead of rewe- 
rencing him for his Work's fake; there are riſen up a Race 
of ſinful Men that will zever forgive him, but are mad 
they have loſt the happineſs to be Papiſts and Slaves 
and are reſolved to be peewiſh without Reaſon, rebellious 
without Cauſe, and troubleſome without End. The very 
Heathen World will riſe up in Judgment againſt /uch a 
Generation, and condemn it : For they not only paid 
their Wiſe and Gracious Princes their Higheſt Honours 
during their Lives; but worſhipped them too after their 


Deaths. They could not imagine, that thoſe who either 


by the Invention of Uſeful Arts , or the Inſtitution of an 
E xcellent Government , or by many Noble Exploits and 
Deliverances, had in an high degree obliged their Coun- 
tries, dy'd like other men; they reckon'd they became 
Divine, and were tranſlated among the GODS ; and 
ſo changed their Allegiance into Adoration, 

{ confeſs to you this ought zot ro be done 3 but then 
neither mult the other be letr undone : If it was bur for 
this One Chriſtian Reaſon, that we might diſcover to the 
world the honour that we entertain for the 4/9772hty him- 
ſelf, whois the King of Kings. For in a proportion 
to that of 1 John 4. 20, If we render not the Dues to 
theſeG O DS whom we add ſee, (a fraiz of Speech, that 


if Divize Authority did not warrant-it, would paſs for Nene. « 


impudent , and blaſphemozs Flattery ) how ſhall we to 
Him whom we have not ſeen? How can we acknow- 
ledge the Supr. am, that difown the Subordinate Deities ? 
Since therefore G O D hath ſled us under” /uch an 
Auſnicious Monarch, who has ſo {ignally recommended 
himſelf to us; as he has done /ozp ago to all the World 
beſide; ar all times let us Congrarulate our own Happis - 
eſs, and endeavour to. make him happy too. Lec: us 


obey " 
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Obey him humbly ; if he be the Minifker of G O D for 
our good, we ought to be Servazts to him for his good. 
Let us honour him Conſcienciouſly, be' Loyal upon Prin» 
ciples, and for Conſcience ſake ;- not for hopss of Preſer- 
ment, not by Chance, or good Fortune, not becauſe it 
may come into the Faſhioz to be ſo, but bccauſe G O D 
hath poſitively required it, and made it one ſpecial part 
of his unchangeable Law. Let us Love him Afi:&tio- 
nately ; that there be no Striſe amongſt his £ubjeRs, 
but to owrvy each other-in pious Loyalty; that the 
Hearts of his People may be his Thro.e. Laſtly, Lec 
us Pray for him as we would do for our own Souls, That 
G OD would add man; Years to his Life. yea, take 
from ours, who would 12. glatly ſpare tho toads to 
his. That GOD wvulc give hvn a Core [. --, a 
Faithful Council, a # oz4! People ; ont [ou  14Y 
omir nothing in our }razers, wat G » 1 won'- give 
 bim his Hearts deſire and not withhold th. regucſt of his 
Lips; thar when be hath reigned mary wand many Years 
with all Proſperiiy acd Hoamorr, he way reccive an Im- 
.omortal Crown, and leave Flouriſhias Kin: oms to his 
Sacceſſer, and Peaceful Times to his Saj. 25, 

(3.) Pray for the Peate of Jerufalem,\/i:!, 122.6, Teru- 
ſalem ſiznifi's the Viſion of Peace at firſt ic wes ouly cal- 
led Sa/em, Peace. Mel: hiſedech King of 2:2, that is, 
King of Peace ; but afterward when £5; avims 7 jireh 
was prefixed to Melchifedech's Salem, it b-canic Jeruſa- 
lem, a Viſion of Peace ; then pray for the eace of iis 
Viſien of Peace. Blcfſed be GOD O»r Jeru/alem is 
become a Vifron of Peace ; tlicn Pray tor the Peace of 
this Viſion of Peace ; i. e. pray for th: Continuance of 
it. The effeQuual Fervent Prayer cf a Rizhteous Man 
availeth much ; engages tae Almizkty, and calls in an 
Omaipoteat Arm to Sert/e, Srrexgthen, and Secure our 
Peace. Such Ptous Lips drop Balm upon the Countries 

and 
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and Places where they live ; and ſuch healing Tongues, as 
Solomon calls them, are a Tree of Life, Prov. 15. 4. but 
as for thoſe Tongues that cry concerning Jeruſalem, Down 
with it, down with it, even to the ground, may they 
cleave to the Roof of all their Mouths, that at the 
Hour of Death, they may not ſo muchas ſay, M;/erere 


Domaine. 


Laſtly, As GO D hath done great things for Us, 
ſo it is neceſſary we do ſomething again for Him ; 
as he hath Give to Us, ſo are we to Give to Him. 
Alas! How can that be? Since our goods reach not to 
him : He needs them not; true uideed, but - His do: 
The Poor need, and by them our Goods reach even to 
Him too. . We relieve Him in the Poor, and cloathe 


Him in the Naked; and no Time ſo /eaſonableto do it yah 25. © 
in, none fizter than this; it's a proper Sacrifice for a 45. 


Thanksgiving ; let us make our Indigent Neighbours 
rejoice with us: That which would feed our G/uttopy, 
and prove a provocation, being put into the Bellies of 
the Poor ( and a Lazarus lies at every door ) may plead 


our Pardon, and procure Mercy for Mercy. Let us break © 


off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Tniquities by 
ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, it may be the lengthning of our 
Tranquility. Therefore having Refreſhed our ſelves, let us 
Cheer others, and deliver them from Diſtreſs and Want ; 
Thoſe eſpecially who have ſuffered in the Battel ; the 
Sick, Lame, Maimea; the deſolate Widows and Children 
of ſuch as fell in the Service. Is there not all the reaſon 
in the World we ſhould Reheverhem who with ſo much 


Alacrity have hazarded their Lives to preſerve ours ? © 


To whole Yalour and Magnanimity we owe, in part, 


our Liberties and Religion, nay, (and for ought we - 


know) the Life of the KING. 


I Con. 
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"I Conclude all ( Mutato Nomivie ) with that Accla- 
mation-of Joy which the People of - Rome gave Charles 
the Grext at his Coronation ; | 


\GurLIiEtLMO Tertio, 4 D E O Coronato, 
Magno & Pacifico Britannorum Imperatori Vita 
& Vidtoria. 


To W1LLI1AMm the Third, Crowned of G O D, 
'the Great and Peaceable Emperor of Great Bri- 
tain, be:Life and Viftory, and let the Three Na- 
tions lay Amen. 


